
Spiky
Beijing, China

Spiky is an artistic gesture that falls in a fuzzy zone between building  
and art. A conic expanded metal mesh canopy suspended on steel poles, 
Spiky activates the urban public space of the Beijing Olympic Park.  
Through its thought-provoking shape, this installation re-imagines the role  
of art as a component in public space.The system can be composed of 
anywhere from nine to twenty-five modules. Material research led to an 
innovative use of expanded metal mesh, which comes from the nearby 
northeastern region of China. From this standard economic product, SO – IL 
studied cutting techniques and methods to control geometry so that a  
two-dimensional sheet could become a three-dimensional form. Spiky uniquely 
frames the world around us, feeling simultaneously solid and porous 
depending on the users’ perspective. We hope that this ambiguity might  
stir the thoughts of its visitors and allow them to reflect on how we  
interact with the built environment around us.

Client	 5th China International Architectural Biennial 2013
Program	 Public space
Area	 1100 sf / 100 m2

Status	 Completed 2013
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