
In Bloom
Amsterdam, the Netherlands

The Amsterdam neighborhood of Bijlmer—reputedly a “failed Modernist 
utopia”—is being regenerated into a multi-dimensional and diverse 
community. Within its park we are designing a pavilion, “In Bloom.” 
Conceived in collaboration with artist Ben Kinmont as a restaurant,  
a communal kitchen serving local produce and a public art space, this 
structure would serve as a symbol and vehicle for the area’s metamorphosis.

The round building is composed of a wood platform, a translucent roof,  
and light metal wings—or “petals”—along the perimeter. The petals hinge  
at the roof’s edge.  In winter the petals are closed, revealing the sky,  
and allowing the warmth of the sun to enter and remain inside, as in a 
greenhouse. In summer the petals can be pushed up to open the space  
to the atmosphere of the surrounding landscape. In between seasons it can 
be opened as needed, constantly responding to the situation it holds, 
celebrating the perpetual cycles of life.

Client	 Straat der Sculpturen
Program	 Restaurant, communal kitchen, exhibition space
Area	 2,150 sf / 200 m² 
Status	 Design development 2010
Collaborators	 Ben Kinmont
Team	 Florian Idenburg, Jing Liu, Ilias Papageorgiou,  

Iannis Kandyliaris
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